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Congratulations to Ben Hudzik
Troop 96 is proud to announce Ben Hudzik our sixtieth Eagle Scout.
Ben successfully completed the District Board of Review on Thursday
September 19th and has completed the journey to Eagle. Ben’s
Eagle project was to build bat houses for the Lake County Forest
Preserve and he partnered with area Cub Scouts
Ben, Your perseverance has paid off; you’ve reached the top of the
scouting mountain. Your commitment to your goal and to yourself has
earned you this success. Be proud of what you’ve accomplished.
Your family and Troop 96 are proud of you!

Congratulations to Nathan Timmins
Troop 96 is also proud to announce Nathan Timmins our most
recent Eagle Scout. Nathan successfully completed the District
Board of Review on Tuesday October 1st and has completed the
journey to Eagle. Nathan’s project was for House of Peace
Women’s Shelter, located in Northern Lake County, see the article
in this Gazette.
Nate, Your hard work has paid off; you’ve reached the top of the
scouting mountain. Your commitment to your goal and to yourself
has earned you this success. Be proud of what you’ve
accomplished.
We are all proud of you!

Lago de Diablo es muy bonito!

By Pat Klemens

Our September Campout to Devil’s Lake near Baraboo, Wisconsin was absolutely
fantastic. Did you miss it? Were you there? Read on and see how great it was…
The troop waded into back-to-back traffic with everyone else heading west on Route
120 during rush hour. Wow, it took us over 15 minutes just to get past Hainesville
Road. Ouch, at this pace, the GPS said we’d be there at 4AM! Fortunately, traffic
cleared out nicely and we were soon heading north at the speed limit. Whew, the GPS
drops to a 9 PM arrival.
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Through our keen sense of dead reckoning, we all arrived at the ranger station at Mirror
Lake within minutes of each other - even though our five vehicles traveled three
different routes.
Under star-lit skies, we unloaded our gear from the parking lot and hauled it on wagons
and shoulders to our campsite just under a quarter mile from the lot. It wasn’t long
before we enjoyed our cracker-barrel snack and held a quick PLC meeting to plan our
Saturday activities.
Saturday dawned clear and cool. Mr.
Wehde and Mr. Cambio were up and
out at first light to head to Devil’s Lake
to set up the climbing pitches. The
troop cooked up breakfast in the patrols
(surprisingly, each patrol and the adults
all chose to make pancakes). And it’s
a good thing, too. We were on a tight
schedule to meet our “Troop’s Climbing
Guru” at the parking lot by 9am.
It wasn’t long before we were hauling
climbing gear up the hill. Mr. Wehde
had selected the routes the Scouts
would use and they looked great.
He
explained how to set ‘em up safe and showed
the Scouts what they needed to do to climb
safely. It’s a good thing the troop practiced
their climbing knots to be ready for this trip.
Soon the climbers were ‘on the ropes’ but in a
good way. Scouts had a chance to climb and
help belay each other using different routes up
the rock face.
As the climbers were getting warmed up,
another group left to hike the trails that
meander through this amazing park. Led by
Mr. Mack who has hiked these trails and knew
the best routes, we drove to the far end of the
park to hike Parfrey’s Glen. I have to say, I
was not prepared for this beautiful trail. Hiking
upstream along small creek, we could see that
we were going back into geologic time. There
were layers of sedimentary rock and layers of
conglomerate. We could see how the area had
once been an inland sea only to be buried
under miles of ice in at least two glacial
periods. Near the end of the canyon, a small
waterfall pours from the creek to continue the process of wearing away the rock and
making the canyon ever deeper.
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Both groups took a break to enjoy their lunch under sunny skies, temps about 68
degrees and calm winds. We joined up again briefly to see how everyone was doing,
then split up again. By 5 o’clock, we were all back in the parking lot and ready to return
to camp. We were hungry and a bit tired, but happy from a great day in the woods and
on the rocks. It couldn’t have been better.
Dinner always takes longer when you don’t have a microwave oven to zap it, so we
settled in to cook over charcoal using grills and Dutch Ovens. And, oh my, what
creations we made: One patrol outdid themselves and prepared Bacon-wrapped steak
and salad, while the other patrol went the easy route with Dorito-style tacos. The adults
had grilled steaks, a special Wehde-style Mac n’ Cheese and salad. These meals hit
the spot. If you get the chance, ask Mr. Ostick how to make cobbler…
Nick B, acting SPL, called the troop together for a late but quick campfire. During our
Rose-Bud-Thorn discussion, it was interesting to hear how much of an impact the day’s
climbing had on several Scouts. To take the first step over the cliff and rappel down the
side requires personal confidence as well as trust in your fellows and your gear.
Congratulations to everyone who conquered their fears at Lago de Diablo.
The following Scouts participated in the September 2013 campout:
Alex K
Dalton N
Nick B
Ethan B
Brandon N
Zach L
Alex T
Spencer B
Nick K
David H
Andrew G
Nathan C
Joey C – 1 night
Eric O – 1 night
Adults included:
Steve Cambio – 1 Dan Ostick –
Mike Gresik –
John Boos –
night
1 night
1 night
1 night
Kevin Wehde
Pat Klemens
Kevin Mack
Thanks to everyone who made this trip a success: especially Mr. Wehde for his
climbing expertise and gear as well as Mr. Ostick and Mr. Cambio who hadn’t planned
to camp but did so we had enough drivers. Also, Mr. Mack and Mr. Grzesik attended
even though their own sons couldn’t make it. Your support makes it possible for the
troop to have great outings like these.

30th Anniversary Banquet
Sat, Oct 26, 2013 at 06:00 PM
State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Commerce Drive Grayslake IL 60030
For adult members, helpers, scouters, committee, of Troop 96
Cost: $25 per person
Please make checks payable to "BSA Troop 96"
RSVP to the eVite Invitation or to Sharon or Karen by October 21, 2013
Points of Contact:
Sharon Mack (847)340-4287, sharonmack618@gmail.com
Karen White (847) 528-7806, whitefktdm@aol.com
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Recharter with Troop 96
During September and October, all Scouts and Adult Leaders will be able to enroll for
another year of great Scouting with Troop 96.


$42 per Scout (see below if more than one boy per family)

 $15 per Adult Leader
Families with two or more boys, pay $30 for the second son if they want to share the
Boy’s Life subscription. Payment by check is preferred and checks can be made out to
Troop 96 or payment may be taken from the boys’ Scout Accounts
All money due ANY Monday from September 9 until October 28, 2013
Questions??? Call Mrs. Rupprecht at 847.529.5897 or email at ceterupp@aol.com
The Troop would like to use the recharter process to ensure that boys and adults are
current on their health forms and that all registered adults are current with their Youth
Protection Training and Troop Position Training. If you have completed health forms
and training documentation, please bring them.
Looking forward to another great Troop 96 year of Scouting

House of Peace Eagle Service Project – “The Store”
This summer, Nathan T completed work on a second large-scale service project for the
House of Peace Women’s Shelter, located in Northern Lake County. The House of
Peace program provides a safe and dignified environment for women and children to
escape abuse and end long cycles of domestic violence. Over 200 community
volunteers have worked with this program since its opening in 2009; with the single goal
of enabling these individuals to restart their lives with dignity and security.
Over the course of nearly a year, Nathan worked with Mrs. Torkelson (Mrs. T) who runs
the newly started, shelter donation program. “The Store” was a long-term goal for the
House of Peace to provide a place where residents can receive new and donated
goods (housewares, clothing, furniture, toys and sundries) as they begin a new chapter
in their lives, outside the shelter.
Mrs. T had a vision: the facility should be clean and organized, like a retail store; a
welcoming place where
items are labeled and
easily located. Through
the Fr. Gary Graf Center,
Mrs. T had the makings
of a new store, located in
an
unused
20x25
classroom. Tables were
donated for displaying
merchandise but the
sheer amount of goods that flooded in overwhelmed the modest early setup. Mrs. T
reached out to Troop 96 for help.
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Armed with room measurements and a drawing, Nathan pitched his idea to provide
shelving units, garment racks, bi-lingual signs and to inventory the donated supplies to
move Mrs. T’s vision forward, as an Eagle service project, for 2013. Through many
meetings and discussions on needs, a final plan was agreed upon in November and the
project was approved by Troop 96 and NEIC Council in January.
Funding the cost of the store was a challenge, estimated to be about $3500 in
materials. A campaign to seek private donations and working with several local
building-supply retailers was started immediately. Through retailer donations, the real
cost of materials was brought down to a manageable $1500. Exceptionally generous
donations from the Knights of Columbus (Troop96’s charter and sponsor organization)
and friends of Troop 96, quickly closed the funding needs and work was started in
March.
Mrs. T asked Nathan to build and deliver units, over time, so the room could take shape
gradually and the staff could best figure out how to use the new storage space.
Completed units were delivered to the new store between March and June, about one
to two per month.

After 8 months, nearly 500 working hours across 25 scout volunteers and families, “the
Store” was completed.

TROOP 96 GAZETTE
Page 6
______________________________________

A great team…many are missing from this photo but they know who they are…the
House of Peace is grateful to Troop 96 and to everyone who put in many hours to
realize this project. Below is a thank-you to Troop 96 from the House of Peace Director:
“I would like to express my gratitude on behalf of the families and staff of the House of
Peace for your wonderful help with designing, making, and setting up an absolutely
amazing closet/storage space. Today, I had the opportunity to see it and was
astonished by how beautiful it is. Nathan, you have helped us to create a deluxe
storage space, facilitating our work of keeping donations neat, clean, and organized. It
is a dream come true. Your legacy to the House of Peace ministry has helped
everyone in this house to experience the generosity of God's love, in receiving gifts
made with care and thoughtfulness and hard work. Just as the God we believe in: a
hard working God that labors and surprises us with wonders. Thank you for being the
magnifier of God's labor, love and wonder to these wounded moms and children.
Your gesture of solidarity and support is truly appreciated. Thank you so much.”
Aida Segura
Director, House of Peace

Upcoming Troop 96 Service Projects
PADS Set ups - 4:30 to 6 PM on Oct. 3, Nov. 7, and Dec. 5
Almond Road - Oct 26
Blood Drive Set ups –Nov 24
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It's time to Sell Popcorn
Line up your friends, neighbors and family members.
Pay close attention to the announcements before and after each Troop
meeting. Plan your orders for Show and Sell.
Popcorn money helps the troop earn money to buy the camping
equipment we need all year long.
Popcorn money helps the Scout earn money to go to camp or buy nifty scout stuff,
sporting equipment, books and other things.
Troop 96 runs on popcorn - this is an important fundraiser. And, the popcorn is SO GOOD!

Any questions.. Contact Popcorn Kernel Mr. Symonds
111 W. Belvidere Rd Grayslake, IL 60030 Phone 847-543-1080
email ( symondslakesfh@gmail.com )
Important Dates!!
Oct 21 Turn in Popcorn and All Money Due ( NO CASH Checks Only)
Nov 3rd Popcorn Super Sunday all Popcorn delivered back to Council and Shurway
Nov 15th final Popcorn distribution of backorders
$1000.00 dollar sellers win a 3 hour of tubing at Wilmot Mountain ( Date TBA )
$4000.00 dollar sellers win Chicago Bulls Tickets ( Date TBA )
$5000.00 dollar sellers win a chance to throw a pie in the face of the Scout Master.

Friends of Scouting Reminder
It’s that time of year again where many companies begin their annual giving
campaigns. The Abbott Laboratories site opened for donations on Monday 9/30.
This is a convenient time to leverage your donation to the upcoming 2014 FOS drive for
Northeast Illinois Council (NEIC) and get Troop 96 credit against our 2014 goal.
Abbott, as well as some other companies, will allow you to specify the local charities to
which you can give during these campaigns and in the case of Abbott Laboratories; this
is the only time that they will match these donations. Please consider directing all or a
portion of your 2014 Abbott Giving Campaign or your employer giving campaign funds
directly to NEIC. To get the Troop credit against their goal; you must be sure to check
the option for Abbott (or your employer) to forward your information to NEIC as the
donor. This is most important as this is the only way that NEIC can match your
donation to the Troop’s goal. Once you have donated via the giving campaign, send an
email to Kevin Rupprecht at Kevin.rupprecht@abbott.com or Barb Ziegenweide at
bziegenw@bsamail.org. We will ensure that your donation gets credited to the Troop
96 goal.
If you don’t work for Abbott Laboratories, kindly investigate your employer’s giving
campaign rules to see if you can take advantage of this giving route.
Thanks for your attention, generosity, kindness and care in considering Northeast
Illinois Council for your charitable donations.
Yours in Scouting, Kevin Rupprecht, Troop 96 Chartered Organization Representative
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Commit 2 Be Fit and the 2013 Hike Lake County Challenge!
Walk the trails and receive a commemorative shield to add to your hiking stick from the Lake County Forest Preserves.

2nd Walk: Sunday, October 13th at 1pm, Van Patten Woods *(counts for 2 trails),
Wadsworth (2.4 miles) On Route 173, just east of Route 41 and west of Green Bay Road.
3rd Walk: Sunday, October 20th at 1pm, Grant Woods,
Lake Villa (1.8 miles) On Grand Avenue (Route 132), just west of Fairfield Road.
4th Walk: Sunday, October 27th at 1pm, Raven Glen,
Antioch (1.3 miles) On Route 45, south of Route 173 and north of Miller Road.
5th Walk: Sunday, November 10th at 1pm, Millennium Trail (Fourth Lake),
Lake Villa (1.8 miles) Park at the Operations and Public Safety Facility, 19808 W. Grand Avenue.
6th Walk: Sunday, November 24th at 1pm, Greenbelt,
North Chicago (1.4 miles) On Green Bay Road, south of Route 120 and north of Route 137.
Packs, Troops, Crews and Teams…all family members are welcome!
Hike Lake County signs will be posted at each location for a starting point.
I will be wearing my black/white Commit 2 Be Fit t-shirt.
I look forward to walking with you!
Cheri Blenniss

NEIC Fitness Coordinator

~ Commit 2 Be Fit ~
Cell# (847) 942‐1804 call/text

TROOP 96 – SERVICE PROJECT
ALMOND ROAD CLEAN-UP
Place: Meet at Warren Township Center Parking lot
Date:
Activity:

Saturday,

October 26,

(Washington and Almond)

9:00 am to 11:00 am

Beautify our corner of America (Pick up Trash along Almond Road)
Wear your uniform or a Boy Scout t-shirt
bring work gloves and water bottle.
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the Scoutmaster’s Corner
by Pat Klemens









NEWS FLASH: If you didn’t already see this, Ben Hudzik and Nathan Timmins
completed their Trails to Eagle on Sept 19 and Oct 1, respectively. Well done,
Scouts! The troop is proud of your accomplishments and we’re ready to celebrate with
you at your Court of Honor.
Looking Back:
Richard W completed his Ordeal for membership in the Order of the Arrow during the
Fall Conclave in September. Richard joins the other 2013 newly elected members of
the troop: Nathan C, Andrew G, David H, Kyle J, Jacob S, Matthew S, Alex T and Rahil
V.
Kyle J was elected as the Troop’s Senior Patrol Leader by the troop on September 16.
Kyle selected Nick B and David H as his assistants.
Looking Ahead:
Paul Jacks Eagle Court of Honor will be held on Oct 27 at 1:30 to 3 pm in the St. Gilbert
Multi-Purpose Room. Please join Paul to celebrate his accomplishments and be
inspired yourself.



Our next campout will be held on Oct 18-20. This is our “nearly World Famous Mystery
Campout.” Scouts will get clues in the parking to help them navi-guess to our
destination campsite. Here’s a clue: This river reversed direction. Permission slips and
food money due Oct 14.



The troop adult leaders will celebrate the 30th Anniversary of our Troop on October 26
at State Bank of the Lakes at 6 p.m. in the Community Room. Cost: Dinner & Open Bar
- $25 per person. Mrs. Karen White is heading up the effort, watch for more details on
our website soon.



During October, all Scouts and Adult Leaders will be able to enroll for another year of
great Scouting with Troop 96.



o

$42 per Scout (Families with two or more boys, pay $30 for the second son if
they want to share the Boy’s Life subscription.)

o

$15 per Adult Leader

Payment by check is preferred and checks can be made out to Troop 96 or payment
may be taken from the boys’ Scout Accounts. Fees can be paid ANY Monday until
October 28, 2013. Questions??? Call Mrs. Rupprecht at 847.529.5897 or email at
ceterupp@aol.com
You can always check out the latest news on Troop 96 and Scouting on our website:
www.BoyScoutTroop96.com. Don’t forget to register to get access to “troop-specific”
information!

TROOP 96 GAZETTE
Page 10
______________________________________
Eagle Court Of Honor for Paul Jacks
Sunday - October 27, 2013
1:30 ~ 3:00PM
St. Gilbert Multi-Purpose Room
Please RSVP via Email to David Jacks with Name and # attending.
email: davidmjacks@comcast.net

Get CPR Certified
When: Thursday October 10th 7PM to 8:30PM
Where: St Gilberts Parish hall
RSVP: Vyt Tamulaitis by October 8th
vtamulaitis@hotmail.com Fee: $8 – this covers
the ECSI certification card and ECSI CPR book
Christmas Wreath Sales
Christmas Wreath Sales are continuing earn money for your scout account and help the
Troop with this popular fundraiser. See Mrs. Wegner (dawnwegner@yahoo.com) for sales
materials or if you have any questions.
Troop 96 Program Staff

Call before 9 pm

Pat Klemens
John Boos
Steve Cambio
Doug DeKeyser
Michael Hoffman

Scoutmaster
Asst SM-Memorial Day Coord
Asst SM
Asst SM MaKaJaWan Registrar
Asst SM -Training Coordinator

847-223-5490
847-219-1189
847-340-3309
847-548-8818
847-772-5085

Dave Jacks
Peter Klett
Kevin Mack
Joe Mathews
John McCall
Dan Ostick
Dave Sislow
Scott Timmins
Kevin Wehde

Asst SM – Eagle Guide
Asst SM
Asst SM
Asst SM- Camping Coordinator
Asst SM – Communications
Asst SM - Spaghetti Dinner
Asst SM
AsstSM- Quartermaster
Asst SM- Eagle Guide

847-999-8328
224-545-6555
847-340-4286
847-921-5444
847-223-5470
847-989-7043
847-830-1803
847-223-1436
847-275-9974

e-mail
Onmyhonor@ameritech.net
Xr42il93@gmail.com
Stevecamz5@yahoo.com
Doug_kekeyser@yahoo.com
Mikebeckyhoffma, earn money
@att.net
djacks@rim.com
Pjk3@ntrs.com
Krmack1.96@gmail.com
matthewsjoseph83@yahoo.com
jmccall@optiminc.com
danost@gate.net
d.sislow@sbcglobal.com
Stimmins@nvidia.com
Kevin.wehde@kraftfoods.com
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Troop 96 Committee
Jane Bryant-Klett
Kevin Rupprecht
Cete Rupprecht
James Busch
Sherry Judge
Vyt Tamulaitis
Jaime Reyes
Dawn Wegner
Sharon Mack
Donna Stutzman
Greg Goger
Joe Judge
Craig Levy
Todd Nitto
Tom Robb
Pat Shurtliff
Craig Vogel
Stacy Wehde
Frank & Karen White
Chris Borovka
Patrick Schwab
Cheri Blennis

Call before 9 pm

Committee Chairman
847-494-4850
Chartered Org. Rep
847-855-9173
St Gilbert Rep and Troop
847-855-9173
Recharter Rep
Treasurer
847-707-2854
Advancement Coordinator 847-548-2048
Transportation Coord
847-223-0466
Finance Coordinator
757-9660
Popcorn Kernel
847-986-4206
Religious Award Coord Cath.
Religious Award Coord Luthern
Committee Member
847-855-1704
Committee Member
847-548-2048
Committee Member
847-543-1835
Assistant Scoutmaster
847-543-1744
Committee Member
847-223-5781
Committee Member
847-543-1954
Committee Member
847-223-5469
Committee Member
847-219-7794
Committee Member
847-223-1138
Committee Member
847-367-8041
Committee Member
224-829-8230
Committee Member
847-942-1804

October 2013 Campout
The Troop heads to an undisclosed location in October.
We will be camping and working on scout skills it should
make for a fun campout. Be sure to bring navigation and
problem solving skills you will need them to find the
campsite.
Parents will be provided the secret solution to the
mystery campout prior to departure.
The signed permission slip is due on October 14th - no
exceptions - along with $15 cash for the purchase of food
by the patrols.
When: Fri-Sun, Oct 18-20 Gather at St. Gilbert at 5:30PM
Fri. Oct 18th!

e-mail
Jane.bryant@abbott.com
Kevin.rupprecht@abbott.com
chutch@oakton.edu
16116fabfour@sbcglobal.net
judges@ameritech.net
vtamulaitis@hotmail.com
jeeppity@gmail.com
dawnwegner@yahoo.com
slmack2@yahoo.com
stutz24@comcast.net
ndgoger@sbcglobal.net
Joe.judge@ameritech.net
Craig.Levy@gmail.com
Girn2001@gmail.com
marathon220@comcast.net
socrfmly@comcast.net
Cjvogel1@att.net
kwehde@sbcglobal.net
whitefktdm@aol.com
cborovka@yahoo.com

pschwab517@gmail.com
cheri@blenniss.com

BSA TROOP 96 PERMISSION SLIP– Mystery Campout
SIGNED PERMISSION SLIPS DUE: Monday, October 14, 2013
EVENT DATES: Friday, Oct 18 to Sunday, Oct 20, 2013
EVENT LOCATION: Mystery Location – will be revealed to parents in the parking lot
Meeting time: 5:30pm Friday afternoon – St. Gilbert Parking Lot
RETURN: approx 12:00 noon, Sun, Oct 20 (Call 847-223-7233 after 9AM for a better estimate)
EVENT COST: $15/per scout for food. Payable to Patrol Leader
UNIFORM / CLOTHING: CLASS A UNIFORM
TRANSPORTATION:	
  	
  Adult	
  leaders/parent	
  will	
  provide	
  transportation.	
  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BSA TROOP 96 PERMISSION SLIP – Mystery Campout
EVENT DATES: Friday, Oct 18 – Sunday, Oct 20, 2013
EVENT LOCATION: Write it in here______________________________________________
DEPART: 5:30pm Friday afternoon – Church parking lot

SCOUT(S)___________________________and_______________________________has
my permission for full participation in BSA programs, subject to the limitations noted herein. I further agree
that Troop 96 and its Junior and Adult Leaders, as well as the St. Gilbert Church and the Knights of
Columbus shall be held free from liability, financially or otherwise, for any injury or accident incurred by my
son during this event. I have also included a separate sheet with any special instructions regarding my son.
In case of emergency, I understand every effort will be made to contact me (or someone else if noted on
this form). In the event I cannot be reached, I hereby give my permission to the medical personnel selected
by the adult leader in charge to secure proper treatment, including hospitalization, anesthesia, surgery, or
injections of medication for my child.
Parent (Guardian) Signature: ____________________________Dated:____/____/____ Can Drive?: Y / N
Parent phone number in case of emergency: ______________________ or ________________________
Allergies or other important information in an emergency:

_________________________________

Medications: _________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS: ONLY PARENTS OR OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS CAN PICK UP YOUR SCOUT.
IF ANYONE ELSE IS TO BRING YOUR SON HOME YOU MUST PROVIDE THAT AUTHORIZATION BELOW:
(NAME)__________________________(CELL)____________________ IS AUTHORIZED TO PICK UP MY SCOUT
AT THE CHURCH (PARENT SIGNATURE) ____________________________________DATE____/____/______

